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Views of Climate and Learning (VOCAL) Survey Project, 2019 

The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education sponsors the Views of Climate and 

Learning (VOCAL) Survey Project, a voluntary annual survey.  VOCAL Surveys were administered in the 

Quincy Public Schools online in the Spring 2019 at the conclusion of grade level MCAS.  Grades 4 and 10 

completed the survey after the Mathematics MCAS and Grades 5 and 8 completed it after the Science and 

Technology/Engineering (STE) tests. Each grade level survey is 40 questions total.  

 

VOCAL surveys school climate through 3 dimensions: Engagement, Environment and Safety.  Each of the 3 

dimensions is further partitioned into 3 topics.  The table below shows this. 

 

Dimensions 
 

 Engagement Environment Safety 

 Cultural Competence 
The extent students feel the 

adults/students value diversity, manage 

dynamics of differences, and avoid 

stereotypes. 

Discipline Environment 
The extent that discipline is fair, 

applied consistently and evenly, and a 

shared responsibility. 

Bullying/Cyber-bullying 
The extent that students report 

different types of bullying behaviors 

occurring in the school and the extent 

that school/staff/students try to 

counteract bullying. 

Participation 
The extent students feel engaged 

intellectually, emotionally, and 

behaviorally in the classroom, and the 

extent that students or their parents are 

engaged in school life. 

Instructional Environment 
The extent that students feel the 

instructional environment is 

collaborative, relevant, challenging 

and supportive of learning. 

Emotional Safety 
The extent students feel a bond to the 

school, and the extent adults/students 

support the emotional needs of 

students. 

Relationships 
The extent students feel there is a social 

connection and respect between 

staff/teachers and students, and between 

students and their peers. 

Mental Health Environment 
The extent that students have access 

to systems support that effectively 

support their social, emotional and 

mental health well-being. 

Physical Safety 
The extent that students feel 

physically safe within the school 

environment. 

 

The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education provided districts with preliminary 

results on the 2019 VOCAL Survey.  This was released to DropBox Central in the Planning and Research file 

on Wednesday, August 21, 2019.  The Excel workbook file contains two sheets reporting the district’s index 

score data and item response data. 

 

Item Response Data Analysis 

Item response raw data has been released at the district and school level.  This data includes an itemized percent 

for each individual question of the four different grade level surveys.  The percentages are reported through the 

student answer options of “Always True,” “Mostly True,” “Mostly Untrue,” and “Never True.”  Itemized 

survey items also include dimension and topic categorization.  At this time, item analysis can be conducted to 

find areas of strength and growth/concern at both the district and school level.  DESE encourages schools to use 

VOCAL Item Analysis Data to maintain and increase areas of strength and to address any areas of concern.  

Official reports, that will be public, will be released in Fall 2019.  The full reports will include trend and 

subgroup data for further analysis and aggregation.  
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Dimension Topic Description
% Always/ 

Mostly

 % Mostly 

Untrue/ 

Never

Cultural Competence Teachers at this school accept me for who I am. 94% 6%

Cultural Competence
Students like to have friends who are different from themselves (for example, 

boys and girls, rich and poor, or classmates of different color).
92% 8%

Cultural Competence
I read books in class that include people who are similar to me (for example, 

we look the same, speak the same, or live in similar neighborhoods).
58% 41%

Cultural Competence Adults working at this school treat all students with respect. 95% 4%

Participation
I get the chance to take part in school events (for example, science fairs, art or 

music shows)
88% 12%

Participation My classmates behave the way my teachers want them to. 78% 23%

Participation My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. 71% 29%

Participation My teachers will explain things in different ways until I understand. 94% 6%

Participation When I need help, my teachers use my interests to help me learn. 80% 20%

Participation My teachers ask me to share what I have learned in a lesson. 78% 22%

Participation When I am stuck, my teachers want me to try again before they help me. 90% 10%

Relationships Students respect each other in my school. 87% 13%

Relationships My teachers care about me as a person. 95% 5%

Relationships Students at my school get along well with each other. 86% 15%

Discipline Environment School rules are fair for all students. 91% 9%

Discipline Environment Students help decide school rules. 36% 63%

Discipline Environment Teachers give students a chance to explain when they do something wrong. 90% 9%

Discipline Environment
My teachers will first try to help students who break class rules, instead of 

punishing them.
81% 19%

Instructional Environment My classwork is hard but not too hard. 82% 18%

Instructional Environment My teachers support me even when my work is not my best. 89% 11%

Instructional Environment
When I am home, I like to learn more about the things we are learning in 

school.
64% 36%

Instructional Environment My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school. 97% 3%

Instructional Environment My teachers help me succeed with my schoolwork when I need help. 95% 5%

Instructional Environment In class, students help each other learn. 85% 14%

Mental Health Environment In school, I learn how to manage (control) my feelings when I am upset. 90% 10%

Mental Health Environment At our school, students learn to care about other students' feelings. 90% 10%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying In my school, older students scare or pick on younger students. 14% 86% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student. 22% 78% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying My teachers have taught me about what to do if I am bullied. 90% 11%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening. 83% 17%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying
If I tell my teacher my classmate is being bullied, my teacher will help that 

person.
94% 6%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying I have been hit by other students more than once in school. 30% 70% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Teachers don't let students tease each other. 92% 7%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 94% 6%

Emotional Safety Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 94% 6%

Emotional Safety Students will help other students if they are upset. 92% 8%

Emotional Safety I am happy to be at our school. 93% 7%

Emotional Safety
I feel comfortable talking to my teacher(s) about something that is bothering 

me.
75% 25%

Physical Safety I feel safe at our school. 97% 4%

Physical Safety I have seen more than one fight at my school in the last month. 28% 72% *

Engagement

Dimension 

Average

85% positive

Environment

Dimension 

Average

83% positive

Safety

Dimension 

Average

86% positive

*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage indicates a safer school climate
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Grade 4 District Summary 

 

Areas of Strength 

The following items were positively perceived by 90% or more of 4th Grade Students. 

 Teachers at this school accept me for who I am. 

 Students like to have friends who are different from themselves (for example, boys and girls, rich and 

poor, or classmates of different color). 

 Adults working at this school treat all students with respect. 

 My teachers will explain things in different ways until I understand. 

 When I am stuck, my teachers want me to try again before they help me. 

 My teachers care about me as a person. 

 School rules are fair for all students. 

 Teachers give students a chance to explain when they do something wrong. 

 My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school. 

 My teachers help me succeed with my schoolwork when I need help. 

 In school, I learn how to manage (control) my feelings when I am upset. 

 At our school, students learn to care about other students' feelings. 

 My teachers have taught me about what to do if I am bullied. 

 If I tell my teacher my classmate is being bullied, my teacher will help that person. 

 Teachers don't let students tease each other. 

 Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 

 Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 

 Students will help other students if they are upset. 

 I am happy to be at our school. 

 I feel safe at our school. 

 

 

Areas of Growth/Concern 

Overall, the Quincy Public Schools VOCAL Survey for Grade 4 students is extremely positive, with exactly 

50% of the items on the survey being perceived as positive by 90% of students or more. 

 

Items for immediate action include our three lowest achieving items.  These are the only items that had less than 

70% of students perceiving these items as positive.  They are listed in highest priority based on elementary 

academic theory and practice needs. 

 I read books in class that include people who are similar to me (for example, we look the same, speak 

the same, or live in similar neighborhoods). (41% mostly untrue/never true) 

 When I am home, I like to learn more about the things we are learning in school. (36% mostly 

untrue/never true) 

 Students help decide school rules. (63% mostly untrue/never true)  
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Dimension Topic Description
% Always/ 

Mostly

 % Mostly 

Untrue/ 

Never

Cultural Competence Teachers at this school accept me for who I am. 95% 5%

Cultural Competence
Students like to have friends who are different from themselves (for example, 

boys and girls, rich and poor, or classmates of different color).
89% 10%

Cultural Competence
I read books in class that include people who are similar to me (for example, 

we look the same, speak the same, or live in similar neighborhoods).
52% 47%

Cultural Competence Adults working at this school treat all students with respect. 92% 8%

Participation
I get the chance to take part in school events (for example, science fairs, art or 

music shows)
92% 8%

Participation My classmates behave the way my teachers want them to. 71% 29%

Participation My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. 65% 34%

Participation My teachers will explain things in different ways until I understand. 89% 11%

Participation When I need help, my teachers use my interests to help me learn. 71% 29%

Participation My teachers ask me to share what I have learned in a lesson. 70% 30%

Participation When I am stuck, my teachers want me to try again before they help me. 89% 11%

Relationships Students respect each other in my school. 77% 23%

Relationships My teachers care about me as a person. 96% 4%

Relationships Students at my school get along well with each other. 80% 21%

Discipline Students have a voice in deciding school rules. 43% 57%

Discipline School rules are fair for all students. 91% 9%

Discipline
Teachers give students a chance to explain their behavior when they do 

something wrong.
82% 18%

Discipline
My teachers will first try to help students who break class rules, instead of 

punishing them.
80% 20%

Instructional Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the teacher. 82% 18%

Instructional My classwork is hard but not too hard. 83% 17%

Instructional My teachers support me even when my work is not my best. 89% 11%

Instructional
When I am home, I like to learn more about the things we are learning in 

school.
56% 44%

Instructional In this class, other students take the time to listen to my ideas. 71% 29%

Instructional My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school. 96% 4%

Instructional My teachers help me succeed with my schoolwork when I need help. 95% 5%

Mental Health
In school, I learn how to manage (control) my feelings when I am angry or 

upset.
84% 16%

Mental Health At our school, students learn to care about other students' feelings. 83% 16%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying
If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the teacher/adult 

will do something to help.
92% 8%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying In my school, older students scare or pick on younger students. 18% 81% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student. 32% 68% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying
I have been punched or shoved by other students more than once in the school 

or in the playground.
34% 67% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening. 73% 27%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Teachers don't let students tease each other. 90% 9%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 91% 9%

Emotional Safety Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 90% 9%

Emotional Safety
Students will help other students if they are upset, even if they are not close 

friends.
81% 19%

Emotional Safety I am happy to be at our school. 87% 13%

Emotional Safety
I feel comfortable talking to my teacher(s) about something that is bothering 

me.
69% 30%

Physical Safety I feel safe at our school. 93% 7%

Physical Safety I have seen more than one fight at my school in the last month. 42% 58% *

Engagement

Dimension 

Average

81% positive

Environment

Dimension 

Average

80% positive

Safety

Dimension 

Average

80% positive

*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage indicates a safer school climate
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Grade 5 District Summary 

 

Areas of Strength 

The following items were positively perceived by 90% or more of 5th Grade Students. 

 My teachers care about me as a person. 

 Teachers at this school accept me for who I am. 

 Adults working at this school treat all students with respect. 

 I get the chance to take part in school events (for example, science fairs, art or music shows) 

 My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school. 

 My teachers help me succeed with my schoolwork when I need help. 

 School rules are fair for all students. 

 I feel safe at our school. 

 If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the teacher/adult will do something to 

help. 

 Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 

 Teachers don't let students tease each other. 

 Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 

 

Areas of Growth/Concern 

The following items are a compiled list of items of items that fall below 70% in positive perceptions among 5th 

graders. 

 I read books in class that include people who are similar to me (for example, we look the same, speak 

the same, or live in similar neighborhoods). (47%  mostly untrue/never true) 

 When I am home, I like to learn more about the things we are learning in school. (44% mostly 

untrue/never true) 

 Students have a voice in deciding school rules. (57% mostly untrue/never true) 

 My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. (34% mostly untrue/never true) 

 I feel comfortable talking to my teacher(s) about something that is bothering me. (30% mostly 

untrue/never true) 

 In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student.* (68% always/mostly true) 

 I have been punched or shoved by other students more than once in the school or in the playground.* 

(67% always/mostly true) 

 I have seen more than one fight at my school in the last month.* (58% always/mostly true) 

 

From the list above, the items that would be noted for immediate concern have a majority of students perceiving 

the statement as negative.  It can be noted that the first three items on the list above are among the same 

findings from the grade 4 report.  
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Dimension Topic Description
% Always/ 

Mostly

 % Mostly 

Untrue/ 

Never

Cultural Competence
Adults working at this school treat all students respectfully, regardless of a 

student's race, culture, family income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.
91% 9%

Cultural Competence
My textbooks or class materials include people and examples that reflect my 

race, cultural background and/or identity.
60% 40%

Cultural Competence
Students from different backgrounds respect each other in our school, regardless 

of their race, culture, family income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.
86% 13%

Cultural Competence

Students are open to having friends who come from different backgrounds (for 

example, friends from different races, cultures, family incomes, or religions, or 

friends of a different sex, or sexual orientation).

95% 6%

Participation In my classes, my teachers use students' interests to plan class activities. 53% 46%

Participation My classmates behave the way my teachers want them to. 59% 40%

Participation
My parents feel respected when they participate at our school (e.g., at parent-

teacher conferences, open houses).
88% 12%

Participation My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. 45% 55%

Participation
I have a choice in how I show my learning (e.g., write a paper, prepare a 

presentation, make a video).
73% 27%

Relationships Students respect one another. 68% 31%

Relationships
Adults at our school are respectful of student ideas even if the ideas expressed 

are different from their own.
85% 14%

Relationships My teachers promote respect among students. 93% 8%

Relationships Teachers are available when I need to talk with them. 88% 12%

Discipline Students have a voice in deciding school rules. 23% 77%

Discipline School staff are consistent when enforcing rules in school. 81% 18%

Discipline
Teachers give students a chance to explain their behavior when they do 

something wrong.
61% 39%

Discipline
My teachers will first try to help (guide) students who break class rules, instead 

of punishing them.
62% 38%

Instructional Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the teacher. 82% 18%

Instructional My teachers support me even when my work is not my best. 80% 20%

Instructional The things I am learning in school are relevant (important) to me. 71% 29%

Instructional My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school. 88% 12%

Instructional My teachers set high expectations for my work. 87% 13%

Instructional My teachers believe that all students can do well in their learning. 93% 7%

Instructional My school work is challenging (hard) but not too difficult. 79% 20%

Mental Health
Our school offers guidance to students on how to mediate  (settle) conflicts (e.g., 

arguments, fights) by themselves.
78% 21%

Mental Health
If I need help with my emotions (feelings), effective help is available at my 

school.
73% 26%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying
If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the teacher/adult 

will do something to help.
88% 12%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student. 32% 68% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying
I have been called names or made fun of by other students more than once in 

school.
37% 63% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying In my school, bigger students taunt or pick on smaller students. 20% 81% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Teachers don't let students pick on other students in class or in the hallways. 81% 19%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening. 63% 38%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Students have spread rumors or lies about me more than once on social media. 25% 74% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 83% 17%

Emotional Safety Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 82% 18%

Emotional Safety
Students will help other students if they are upset, even if they are not close 

friends.
66% 34%

Emotional Safety Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy school. 55% 45% *

Emotional Safety
I feel comfortable reaching out to teachers/counselors for emotional support if I 

need it.
52% 48%

Physical Safety Students at school damage and/or steal other students' property. 28% 73% *

Physical Safety I have seen students with weapons at our school. 7% 93% *

Engagement

Dimension 

Average

76% positive

Environment

Dimension 

Average

74% positive

Safety

Dimension 

Average

72% positive

*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage indicates a safer school climate
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Grade 8 District Summary 

 

Areas of Strength 

The following items were positively perceived by 80% or more of 8th Grade Students.  Of this list of 17 items, 

four are perceived as positive by 90% of 8th grade students or more. 

 Students are open to having friends who come from different backgrounds (for example, friends from 

different races, cultures, family incomes, or religions, or friends of a different sex, or sexual orientation). 

 My teachers promote respect among students. 

 Adults working at this school treat all students respectfully, regardless of a student's race, culture, family 

income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation. 

 My teachers believe that all students can do well in their learning. 

 Teachers are available when I need to talk with them. 

 My parents feel respected when they participate at our school (e.g., at parent-teacher conferences, open 

houses). 

 Students from different backgrounds respect each other in our school, regardless of their race, culture, 

family income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation. 

 Adults at our school are respectful of student ideas even if the ideas expressed are different from their 

own. 

 My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school. 

 My teachers set high expectations for my work. 

 Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the teacher. 

 School staff are consistent when enforcing rules in school. 

 My teachers support me even when my work is not my best. 

 If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the teacher/adult will do something to 

help. 

 Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 

 Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 

 Teachers don't let students pick on other students in class or in the hallways. 

Areas of Growth/Concern 

Items for immediate action include our lowest achieving items in positive perception.  Below is a list compiled 

of item that had less than 60% of students perceiving the item as positive. 

 My textbooks or class materials include people and examples that reflect my race, cultural background 

and/or identity. (40% mostly untrue/never true) 

 My classmates behave the way my teachers want them to. (40% mostly untrue/never true) 

 In my classes, my teachers use students' interests to plan class activities. (46% mostly untrue/never true) 

 My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. (45% mostly untrue/never true) 

 Students have a voice in deciding school rules. (77% mostly untrue/never true) 

 Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy school. (55% always/mostly true) 

 I feel comfortable reaching out to teachers/counselors for emotional support if I need it. (48% mostly 

untrue/never true)  
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Dimension Topic Description
% Always/ 

Mostly

 % Mostly 

Untrue/ 

Never

Cultural Competence
Adults working at this school treat all students respectfully, regardless of a 

student's race, culture, family income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.
92% 8%

Cultural Competence Within school, I am encouraged to take upper level courses (honors, AP). 77% 22%

Cultural Competence
Students from different backgrounds respect each other in our school, regardless 

of their race, culture, family income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.
87% 13%

Cultural Competence

Students are open to having friends who come from different backgrounds (for 

example, friends from different races, cultures, family incomes, or religions, or 

friends of a different sex, or sexual orientation).

94% 6%

Participation
In at least two of my academic classes, I can work on assignments that interest 

me personally.
74% 27%

Participation If I finish my work early, I have a opportunity to do more challenging work. 57% 44%

Participation
In at least two of my academic classes, students are asked to teach a lesson or 

part of a lesson.
29% 71%

Participation

I feel welcome to participate in extra-curricular activities offered through our 

school, such as, school clubs or organizations, musical groups, sports teams, or 

student council.

87% 13%

Participation My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. 49% 51%

Relationships Students respect one another. 75% 25%

Relationships
Adults at our school are respectful of student ideas even if the ideas expressed 

are different from their own.
84% 17%

Relationships My teachers promote respect among students. 93% 7%

Relationships Teachers are available when I need to talk with them. 91% 9%

Discipline Students have a voice in deciding school rules. 32% 68%

Discipline
The consequence for the same inappropriate behavior (e.g., disrupting the class) 

are the same, no matter who the student is.
69% 32%

Discipline
Teachers give students a chance to explain their behavior when they do 

something wrong.
58% 42%

Discipline
My teachers will first try to help (guide) students who break class rules, instead 

of punishing them.
58% 43%

Instructional Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the teacher. 83% 17%

Instructional My teachers support me even when my work is not my best. 80% 21%

Instructional The things I am learning in school are relevant (important) to me. 52% 48%

Instructional Teachers ask students for feedback on their classroom instruction. 58% 42%

Instructional My teachers inspire confidence in my ability to be ready for college or career. 78% 22%

Instructional My teachers set high expectations for my work. 86% 13%

Mental Health
I have access to effective help at school if I am struggling emotionally or 

mentally.
80% 21%

Mental Health The level of pressure I feel at school to perform well is unhealthy. 55% 45%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying
If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the teacher/adult 

will do something to help.
92% 7%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying
I have been teased or picked on more than once because of my real or perceived 

(imagined) sexual orientation.
9% 90% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying I have been teased or picked on more than once because of my race or ethnicity. 17% 84% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student. 24% 75% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying
Students with learning or physical difficulties are teased or picked on at my 

school.
20% 81% *

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Teachers don't let students pick on other students in class or in the hallways. 78% 21%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening. 62% 38%

Bullying/Cyber-bullying Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 82% 18%

Emotional Safety Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 71% 29%

Emotional Safety Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy school. 72% 28% *

Emotional Safety I have a group of friends I can rely on to help me when I feel down (sad). 88% 12%

Emotional Safety I feel as though I belong in my school community. 84% 16%

Emotional Safety
Students at school try to work out their problems with other students in a 

respectful way.
62% 38%

Physical Safety
I have stayed at home (or avoided school) because I did not feel safe at my 

school.
7% 92% *

Physical Safety
Students are sexually harassed at my school (for example, bothered by unwanted 

touching and/or indecent name-calling).
16% 85% *

Engagement

Dimension 

Average

76% positive

Environment

Dimension 

Average

66% positive

Safety

Dimension 

Average

77% positive

*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage indicates a safer school climate
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Grade 10 District Summary 

Areas of Strength 

For the 10th Grade VOCAL Survey, 50% of the items were positively perceived by 80% or more students.  The 

list below shows these items.  Of the 20 items listed, 7 were perceived positively by 90% or more of 10th 

graders. 

 Students are open to having friends who come from different backgrounds (for example, friends from 

different races, cultures, family incomes, or religions, or friends of a different sex, or sexual orientation). 

 My teachers promote respect among students. 

 Adults working at this school treat all students respectfully, regardless of a student's race, culture, family 

income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation. 

 Teachers are available when I need to talk with them. 

 If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the teacher/adult will do something to 

help. 

 I have stayed at home (or avoided school) because I did not feel safe at my school. 

 I have been teased or picked on more than once because of my real or perceived (imagined) sexual 

orientation. 

 I feel welcome to participate in extracurricular activities offered through our school, such as, school 

clubs or organizations, musical groups, sports teams, or student council. 

 Students from different backgrounds respect each other in our school, regardless of their race, culture, 

family income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation. 

 Adults at our school are respectful of student ideas even if the ideas expressed are different from their 

own. 

 My teachers set high expectations for my work. 

 Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the teacher. 

 My teachers support me even when my work is not my best. 

 I have access to effective help at school if I am struggling emotionally or mentally. 

 I have a group of friends I can rely on to help me when I feel down (sad). 

 Students are sexually harassed at my school (for example, bothered by unwanted touching and/or 

indecent name-calling). 

 I feel as though I belong in my school community. 

 I have been teased or picked on more than once because of my race or ethnicity. 

 Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 

 Students with learning or physical difficulties are teased or picked on at my school. 

 

Areas of Growth/Concern 

Items for immediate action include our three lowest achieving items.  These are the items that had less than 

60% of students perceiving these items as positive. 

 If I finish my work early, I have a opportunity to do more challenging work. (44% untrue/never true) 

 My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. (51% untrue/never true) 

 In at least two of my academic classes, students are asked to teach a lesson or part of a lesson. (71% 

untrue/never true) 

 My teachers will first try to help (guide) students who break class rules, instead of punishing them. (43% 

untrue/never true) 
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 Teachers give students a chance to explain their behavior when they do something wrong. (42% 

untrue/never true) 

 Teachers ask students for feedback on their classroom instruction. (42% untrue/never true) 

 The level of pressure I feel at school to perform well is unhealthy. (45% untrue/never true) 

 The things I am learning in school are relevant (important) to me. (48% untrue/never true) 

 Students have a voice in deciding school rules. (68% untrue/never true) 

 Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening. (38% untrue/never true) 

 Students at school try to work out their problems with other students in a respectful way. (38% 

untrue/never true) 

 Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy school. (72% always/mostly true) 

 

Of the 12 items listed above, only two items appeared in the Grade 8 VOCAL Survey items of concern as well.  

They are: 

 Students have a voice in deciding school rules. 

 Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy school. 
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District 

Comparison Matrix 
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Item Question

ENGPAR4 My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. 71% 29% 65% 34% 45% 55% 49% 51%

ENVINS11 My teachers support me even when my work is not my best. 89% 11% 89% 11% 80% 20% 80% 21%

SAFBUL13 In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student.* 22% 78% 32% 68% 32% 68% 24% 75%

SAFBUL4
Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it 

happening.
83% 17% 73% 27% 63% 38% 62% 38%

SAFBUL9
Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop 

bullying.
94% 6% 91% 9% 83% 17% 82% 18%

SAFEMO1 Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 94% 6% 90% 9% 82% 18% 71% 29%

ENGPAR13 My classmates behave the way my teachers want them to. 78% 23% 71% 29% 59% 40%

ENVDIS1 Students have a voice in deciding school rules. 43% 57% 23% 77% 32% 68%

ENVDIS7
Teachers give students a chance to explain their behavior when 

they do something wrong.
82% 18% 61% 39% 58% 42%

ENVINS1
Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the 

teacher.
82% 18% 82% 18% 83% 17%

ENVINS2 My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school. 97% 3% 96% 4% 88% 12%

SAFBUL1
If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the 

teacher/adult will do something to help.
92% 8% 88% 12% 92% 7%

ENGCLC1

Adults working at this school treat all students respectfully, 

regardless of a student's race, culture, family income, religion, 

sex, or sexual orientation.

91% 9% 92% 8%

ENGCLC2 Teachers at this school accept me for who I am. 94% 6% 95% 5%

ENGCLC5

Students from different backgrounds respect each other in our 

school, regardless of their race, culture, family income, religion, 

sex, or sexual orientation.

86% 13% 87% 13%

ENGCLC6

Students like to have friends who are different from themselves 

(for example, boys and girls, rich and poor, or classmates of 

different color).

92% 8% 89% 10%

ENGCLC7

Students are open to having friends who come from different 

backgrounds (for example, friends from different races, cultures, 

family incomes, or religions, or friends of a different sex, or 

sexual orientation).

95% 6% 94% 6%

ENGCLC8

I read books in class that include people who are similar to me 

(for example, we look the same, speak the same, or live in similar 

neighborhoods).

58% 41% 52% 47%

ENGCLC9 Adults working at this school treat all students with respect. 95% 4% 92% 8%

ENGPAR1
I get the chance to take part in school events (for example, 

science fairs, art or music shows)
88% 12% 92% 8%

ENGPAR6
My teachers will explain things in different ways until I 

understand.
94% 6% 89% 11%

ENGPAR7 When I need help, my teachers use my interests to help me learn. 80% 20% 71% 29%

ENGPAR8 My teachers ask me to share what I have learned in a lesson. 78% 22% 70% 30%

ENGPAR9
When I am stuck, my teachers want me to try again before they 

help me.
90% 10% 89% 11%

ENGREL1 Students respect one another. 68% 31% 75% 25%

ENGREL13
Adults at our school are respectful of student ideas even if the 

ideas expressed are different from their own.
85% 14% 84% 17%

ENGREL14 My teachers promote respect among students. 93% 8% 93% 7%

ENGREL2 Students respect each other in my school. 87% 13% 77% 23%

ENGREL3 My teachers care about me as a person. 95% 5% 96% 4%

ENGREL4 Students at my school get along well with each other. 86% 15% 80% 21%

ENGREL6 Teachers are available when I need to talk with them. 88% 12% 91% 9%

ENVDIS2 School rules are fair for all students. 91% 9% 91% 9%

ENVDIS8
My teachers will first try to help (guide) students who break class 

rules, instead of punishing them.
62% 38% 58% 43%

ENVDIS9
My teachers will first try to help students who break class rules, 

instead of punishing them.
81% 19% 80% 20%

ENVINS10 My classwork is hard but not too hard. 82% 18% 83% 17%

ENVINS12 The things I am learning in school are relevant (important) to me. 71% 29% 52% 48%

ENVINS14
When I am home, I like to learn more about the things we are 

learning in school.
64% 36% 56% 44%

ENVINS3
My teachers help me succeed with my schoolwork when I need 

help.
95% 5% 95% 5%

ENVINS5 My teachers set high expectations for my work. 87% 13% 86% 13%

ENVMEN7
At our school, students learn to care about other students' 

feelings.
90% 10% 83% 16%

SAFBUL12 In my school, older students scare or pick on younger students.* 14% 86% 18% 81%

SAFBUL3
Teachers don't let students pick on other students in class or in 

the hallways.
81% 19% 78% 21%

SAFBUL8 Teachers don't let students tease each other. 92% 7% 90% 9%

SAFEMO10
Students will help other students if they are upset, even if they are 

not close friends.
81% 19% 66% 34%

SAFEMO11
Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy 

school.*
55% 45% 72% 28%

SAFEMO3 I am happy to be at our school. 93% 7% 87% 13%

SAFEMO8
I feel comfortable talking to my teacher(s) about something that is 

bothering me.
75% 25% 69% 30%

SAFPSF1 I feel safe at our school. 97% 4% 93% 7%

SAFPSF7 I have seen more than one fight at my school in the last month.* 28% 72% 42% 58%

Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 8 Grade 10

*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage indicates a safer school climate
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District Summary 

Areas of Strength 

Of the 49 items that appear on two or more grade level surveys, the following is a compiled list of highest Areas 

of Strengths for the Quincy Public Schools District. 

Elementary (Grades 4 & 5) 

 I feel safe at our school. 

 My teachers care about me as a person. 

 My teachers help me succeed with my schoolwork when I need help. 

 School rules are fair for all students. 

 Teachers at this school accept me for who I am. 

 Teachers don't let students tease each other. 

 

Elementary & Middle (Grades 5 & 8) 

 My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school. 

 Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset. 

 

Middle & High School (Grades 8 & 10) 

 My teachers promote respect among students. 

 My teachers support me even when my work is not my best. 

 Students are open to having friends who come from different backgrounds (for example, friends from 

different races, cultures, family incomes, or religions, or friends of a different sex, or sexual orientation). 

 Students from different backgrounds respect each other in our school, regardless of their race, culture, 

family income, religion, sex, or sexual orientation. 

 Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the teacher. 

 

District (Grades 4, 5, 8 & 10) 
 Adults working at this school treat all students with respect. 

 If I tell my teacher my classmate is being bullied, my teacher will help that person. 

 Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying. 

 

 

Areas of Growth/Concern 

Additionally, areas of concern that span across more than one grade level can be found.  They are listed below. 

 

Elementary (Grades 4 & 5) 

 When I am home, I like to learn more about the things we are learning in school. 

 

Elementary & Middle (Grades 5 & 8) 

 I read books in class that include people who are similar to me (for example, we look the same, speak 

the same, or live in similar neighborhoods). 

 

Middle & High School (Grades 8 & 10) 

 Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy school. 

 My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn. 

 

District (Grades 4, 5, 8 & 10) 

 Students help decide school rules. 
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Index Score 
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Index Score Analysis 

 

Index scores are reported at both the school and district level.  Index scores are reported for the three 

dimensions and also as an overall school climate score.  Index scores are reported for each of the four grades 

surveyed (Grades 4/5/8/10) and compiled for the school/district as a whole.  Index scores range from 1 to 99.  

An index score difference of 3 to 4 points or more is considered meaningful.  At this time index score data can 

be used to compare dimensions across grades, schools and district.  State Data and categorization of relatively 

weak-/typical-/or strong- school climate by dimension will be released later this Fall.  According to DESE, 

2018 VOCAL survey index scores can be used to compare 2019 index scores.  Therefore, comparison to 2018 

data may give us some indication of predicting our categorization for 2019. 

 

2019 District Index Scores 

Grade 

Overall School 

Climate 

Engagement 

Climate 

Safety 

Climate 

Environment 

Climate 

Bullying 

Climate 
(only available at 

the district level) 

00 53 53 53 53 53 

04 64 61 65 62   

05 58 56 57 58   

08 47 47 47 46   

10 45 47 44 46   

 

Index Categorization Ranges 
 Relatively Weak Typical Relatively strong 

Grade 5 1 to 51 52 to 65 66 to 99 

Grade 8 1 to 40 41 to 50 51 to 99 

Grade 10 1 to 40 41 to 50 51 to 99 

 

 

Index Score Summary 

Using the 2018 Climate Index Score Categorization ranges, it is predicted that the Quincy Public Schools 

District will be categorized as having a Typical School Climate for Grades 5, 8 and 10 in the 2019 VOCAL 

Survey Results.  If DESE sets the same categorization ranges for elementary grades 4 and 5 (as they did last 

year for grades 8 and 10), it is predicted that Grade 4 will also be categorized as having a Typical School 

Climate, however, bridging at the cutoff for Relatively Strong School Climate. 
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Site Analysis 
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Next Steps at School Sites 

 

Schools can... 

 Review grade level & school index scores in comparison to the district 

o A difference of three to four index points or more is meaningful 

 Look through individual itemized results for strengths and areas of growth 

o Sorting itemized results by dimension and topic would unveil impact on index scores 

 Principals present a summary of their school’s VOCAL results, as areas of strengths and areas of 

growth, at site-based PTO meetings.  Sharing results is important because VOCAL results can be 

released upon request as public record 

 

 

Using Item Analysis Reports to Impact Index Score 

In examining the tables below, an increase in any topic that falls below a dimension’s average percent would 

directly correlate to impacting index score ratings.  This can also be done on an item analysis level using the 

dimension graphs located in the Appendix. 

 

 

Dimension Averages Grade 4 

Engagement 85% 

Cultural Competence 85% 

Participation 83% 

Relationships 89% 

Environment 83% 

Discipline Environment 75% 

Instructional Environment 85% 

Mental Health Environment 90% 

Safety 86% 

Bullying/Cyber-bullying 86% 

Emotional Safety 89% 

Physical Safety 85% 
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Dimension Averages Grade 5 

Engagement 81% 

Cultural Competence 82% 

Participation 78% 

Relationships 84% 

Environment 80% 

Discipline Environment 74% 

Instructional Environment 82% 

Mental Health Environment 84% 

Safety 80% 

Bullying/Cyber-bullying 80% 

Emotional Safety 82% 

Physical Safety 76% 

 

Dimension Averages Grade 8 

Engagement 76% 

Cultural Competence 83% 

Participation 64% 

Relationships 84% 

Environment 74% 

Discipline Environment 57% 

Instructional Environment 83% 

Mental Health Environment 76% 

Safety 72% 

Bullying/Cyber-bullying 75% 

Emotional Safety 61% 

Physical Safety 83% 

 

Dimension Averages Grade 10 

Engagement 76% 

Cultural Competence 88% 

Participation 59% 

Relationships 86% 

Environment 66% 

Discipline Environment 54% 

Instructional Environment 73% 

Mental Health Environment 68% 

Safety 77% 

Bullying/Cyber-bullying 81% 

Emotional Safety 67% 

Physical Safety 89% 
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Grade 4 Item Analysis at a Glance

 
*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage on this item indicates a safer school climate  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

I read books in class that include people who are similar to me (for…

My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn.

My classmates behave the way my teachers want them to.

My teachers ask me to share what I have learned in a lesson.

When I need help, my teachers use my interests to help me learn.

Students at my school get along well with each other.

Students respect each other in my school.

I get the chance to take part in school events (for example, science…

When I am stuck, my teachers want me to try again before they…

Students like to have friends who are different from themselves…

Teachers at this school accept me for who I am.

My teachers will explain things in different ways until I understand.

Adults working at this school treat all students with respect.

My teachers care about me as a person.

Engagement

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Students help decide school rules.

When I am home, I like to learn more about the things we are…

My teachers will first try to help students who break class rules,…

My classwork is hard but not too hard.

In class, students help each other learn.

My teachers support me even when my work is not my best.

In school, I learn how to manage (control) my feelings when I am…

Teachers give students a chance to explain when they do something…

At our school, students learn to care about other students' feelings.

School rules are fair for all students.

My teachers help me succeed with my schoolwork when I need help.

My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school.

Environment

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

*I have been hit by other students more than once in school.

*I have seen more than one fight at my school in the last month.

I feel comfortable talking to my teacher(s) about something that is…

*In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student.

Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening.

*In my school, older students scare or pick on younger students.

My teachers have taught me about what to do if I am bullied.

Teachers don't let students tease each other.

Students will help other students if they are upset.

I am happy to be at our school.

Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying.

Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset.

If I tell my teacher my classmate is being bullied, my teacher will…

I feel safe at our school.

Safety
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Grade 5 Item Analysis at a Glance

 
*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage on this item indicates a safer school climate 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

My teachers care about me as a person.

Teachers at this school accept me for who I am.

Adults working at this school treat all students with respect.

I get the chance to take part in school events (for example, science…

Students like to have friends who are different from themselves…

My teachers will explain things in different ways until I understand.

When I am stuck, my teachers want me to try again before they…

Students at my school get along well with each other.

Students respect each other in my school.

My classmates behave the way my teachers want them to.

When I need help, my teachers use my interests to help me learn.

My teachers ask me to share what I have learned in a lesson.

My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn.

I read books in class that include people who are similar to me (for…
Engagement

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school.

My teachers help me succeed with my schoolwork when I need help.

School rules are fair for all students.

My teachers support me even when my work is not my best.

In school, I learn how to manage (control) my feelings when I am…

My classwork is hard but not too hard.

At our school, students learn to care about other students' feelings.

Teachers give students a chance to explain their behavior when…

Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the…

My teachers will first try to help students who break class rules,…

In this class, other students take the time to listen to my ideas.

When I am home, I like to learn more about the things we are…

Students have a voice in deciding school rules.

Environment

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

I feel safe at our school.

If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the…

Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying.

Teachers don't let students tease each other.

Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset.

I am happy to be at our school.

Students will help other students if they are upset, even if they are…

*In my school, older students scare or pick on younger students.

Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening.

I feel comfortable talking to my teacher(s) about something that is…

*In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student.

*I have been punched or shoved by other students more than once…

*I have seen more than one fight at my school in the last month.

Safety
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Grade 8 Item Analysis at a Glance 

 
*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage on this item indicates a safer school climate 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Students are open to having friends who come from different…

My teachers promote respect among students.

Adults working at this school treat all students respectfully,…

Teachers are available when I need to talk with them.

My parents feel respected when they participate at our school…

Students from different backgrounds respect each other in our…

Adults at our school are respectful of student ideas even if the…

I have a choice in how I show my learning (e.g., write a paper,…

Students respect one another.

My textbooks or class materials include people and examples that…

My classmates behave the way my teachers want them to.

In my classes, my teachers use students' interests to plan class…

My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn.

Engagement

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

My teachers believe that all students can do well in their learning.

My teachers are proud of me when I work hard in school.

My teachers set high expectations for my work.

Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the…

School staff are consistent when enforcing rules in school.

My teachers support me even when my work is not my best.

My school work is challenging (hard) but not too difficult.

Our school offers guidance to students on how to mediate  (settle)…

If I need help with my emotions (feelings), effective help is available…

The things I am learning in school are relevant (important) to me.

My teachers will first try to help (guide) students who break class…

Teachers give students a chance to explain their behavior when…

Students have a voice in deciding school rules.

Environment

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

*I have seen students with weapons at our school.

If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the…

Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying.

Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset.

Teachers don't let students pick on other students in class or in the…

*In my school, bigger students taunt or pick on smaller students.

*Students have spread rumors or lies about me more than once on…

*Students at school damage and/or steal other students' property.

*In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student.

Students will help other students if they are upset, even if they are…

Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening.

*I have been called names or made fun of by other students more…

I feel comfortable reaching out to teachers/counselors for…

*Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy school.

Safety
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Grade 10 Item Analysis at a Glance

 
*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage on this item indicates a safer school climate 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Students are open to having friends who come from different…

My teachers promote respect among students.

Adults working at this school treat all students respectfully,…

Teachers are available when I need to talk with them.

I feel welcome to participate in extra-curricular activities offered…

Students from different backgrounds respect each other in our…

Adults at our school are respectful of student ideas even if the…

Within school, I am encouraged to take upper level courses…

Students respect one another.

In at least two of my academic classes, I can work on assignments…

If I finish my work early, I have a opportunity to do more…

My teachers use my ideas to help my classmates learn.

In at least two of my academic classes, students are asked to teach…

Engagement

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

My teachers set high expectations for my work.

Students help each other learn without having to be asked by the…

My teachers support me even when my work is not my best.

I have access to effective help at school if I am struggling…

My teachers inspire confidence in my ability to be ready for college…

The consequence for the same inappropriate behavior (e.g.,…

My teachers will first try to help (guide) students who break class…

Teachers give students a chance to explain their behavior when…

Teachers ask students for feedback on their classroom instruction.

The level of pressure I feel at school to perform well is unhealthy.

The things I am learning in school are relevant (important) to me.

Students have a voice in deciding school rules.

Environment

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

If I tell a teacher or other adult that someone is being bullied, the…

*I have stayed at home (or avoided school) because I did not feel…

*I have been teased or picked on more than once because of my…

I have a group of friends I can rely on to help me when I feel down…

*Students are sexually harassed at my school (for example,…

I feel as though I belong in my school community.

*I have been teased or picked on more than once because of my…

Teachers, students, and the principal work together to stop bullying.

*Students with learning or physical difficulties are teased or picked…

Teachers don't let students pick on other students in class or in the…

*In my school, groups of students tease or pick on one student.

Teachers support (help) students who come to class upset.

Students at school try to stop bullying when they see it happening.

Students at school try to work out their problems with other…

*Because I worry about my grades, it is hard for me to enjoy school.

Safety
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Grade 4 Engagement Dimension

  

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Teachers at this school accept me
for who I am.

Students like to have friends who
are different from themselves

(for example, boys and girls, rich
and poor, or classmates of

different color).

I read books in class that include
people who are similar to me (for

example, we look the same,
speak the same, or live in similar

neighborhoods).

Adults working at this school
treat all students with respect.

Cultural Competence

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

I get the chance to
take part in school

events (for
example, science
fairs, art or music

shows)

My classmates
behave the way

my teachers want
them to.

My teachers use
my ideas to help
my classmates

learn.

My teachers will
explain things in
different ways

until I understand.

When I need help,
my teachers use
my interests to
help me learn.

My teachers ask
me to share what I
have learned in a

lesson.

When I am stuck,
my teachers want

me to try again
before they help

me.

Participation

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Students respect each other in my school. My teachers care about me as a person. Students at my school get along well with
each other.

Relationships

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 5 Engagement Dimension

  

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Teachers at this school accept me
for who I am.

Students like to have friends who
are different from themselves

(for example, boys and girls, rich
and poor, or classmates of

different color).

I read books in class that include
people who are similar to me (for

example, we look the same,
speak the same, or live in similar

neighborhoods).

Adults working at this school
treat all students with respect.

Cultural Competence

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

I get the chance to
take part in school

events (for
example, science
fairs, art or music

shows)

My classmates
behave the way

my teachers want
them to.

My teachers use
my ideas to help
my classmates

learn.

My teachers will
explain things in
different ways

until I understand.

When I need help,
my teachers use
my interests to
help me learn.

My teachers ask
me to share what I
have learned in a

lesson.

When I am stuck,
my teachers want

me to try again
before they help

me.

Participation

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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60%

70%
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90%

100%

Students respect each other in my school. My teachers care about me as a person. Students at my school get along well with
each other.

Relationships

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 8 Engagement Dimension 

 

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Adults working at this school
treat all students respectfully,
regardless of a student's race,

culture, family income, religion,
sex, or sexual orientation.

My textbooks or class materials
include people and examples that

reflect my race, cultural
background and/or identity.

Students from different
backgrounds respect each other
in our school, regardless of their

race, culture, family income,
religion, sex, or sexual

orientation.

Students are open to having
friends who come from different

backgrounds (for example,
friends from different races,
cultures, family incomes, or

religions, or friends of a different
sex, or sexual orientation).

Cultural Competence

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average

0%
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70%
80%
90%

100%

In my classes, my teachers
use students' interests to

plan class activities.

My classmates behave the
way my teachers want

them to.

My parents feel respected
when they participate at

our school (e.g., at parent-
teacher conferences, open

houses).

My teachers use my ideas
to help my classmates

learn.

I have a choice in how I
show my learning (e.g.,
write a paper, prepare a

presentation, make a
video).

Participation

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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100%

Students respect one another. Adults at our school are
respectful of student ideas even

if the ideas expressed are
different from their own.

My teachers promote respect
among students.

Teachers are available when I
need to talk with them.

Relationships

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 10 Engagement Dimension
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Adults working at this school
treat all students respectfully,
regardless of a student's race,

culture, family income, religion,
sex, or sexual orientation.

Within school, I am encouraged
to take upper level courses

(honors, AP).

Students from different
backgrounds respect each other
in our school, regardless of their

race, culture, family income,
religion, sex, or sexual

orientation.

Students are open to having
friends who come from different

backgrounds (for example,
friends from different races,
cultures, family incomes, or

religions, or friends of a different
sex, or sexual orientation).

Cultural Competence

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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In at least two of my
academic classes, I can

work on assignments that
interest me personally.

If I finish my work early, I
have a opportunity to do
more challenging work.

In at least two of my
academic classes, students
are asked to teach a lesson

or part of a lesson.

I feel welcome to
participate in extra-

curricular activities offered
through our school, such

as, school clubs or
organizations, musical

groups, sports teams, or
student council.

My teachers use my ideas
to help my classmates

learn.

Participation

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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100%

Students respect one another. Adults at our school are
respectful of student ideas even

if the ideas expressed are
different from their own.

My teachers promote respect
among students.

Teachers are available when I
need to talk with them.

Relationships

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 4 Environment Dimension
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School rules are fair for all
students.

Students help decide school
rules.

Teachers give students a chance
to explain when they do

something wrong.

My teachers will first try to help
students who break class rules,

instead of punishing them.

Discipline Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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My classwork is hard
but not too hard.

My teachers support
me even when my

work is not my best.

When I am home, I
like to learn more

about the things we
are learning in school.

My teachers are
proud of me when I
work hard in school.

My teachers help me
succeed with my

schoolwork when I
need help.

In class, students help
each other learn.

Instructional Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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In school, I learn how to manage (control) my feelings when I am
upset.

At our school, students learn to care about other students' feelings.

Mental Health Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 5 Environment Dimension
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Students have a voice in deciding
school rules.

School rules are fair for all
students.

Teachers give students a chance
to explain their behavior when

they do something wrong.

My teachers will first try to help
students who break class rules,

instead of punishing them.

Discipline Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Students help each
other learn

without having to
be asked by the

teacher.

My classwork is
hard but not too

hard.

My teachers
support me even
when my work is

not my best.

When I am home, I
like to learn more
about the things

we are learning in
school.

In this class, other
students take the
time to listen to

my ideas.

My teachers are
proud of me when

I work hard in
school.

My teachers help
me succeed with
my schoolwork

when I need help.

Instructional Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

In school, I learn how to manage (control) my feelings when I am
angry or upset.

At our school, students learn to care about other students' feelings.

Mental Health Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 8 Environment Dimension 
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Students have a voice in deciding
school rules.

School staff are consistent when
enforcing rules in school.

Teachers give students a chance
to explain their behavior when

they do something wrong.

My teachers will first try to help
(guide) students who break class
rules, instead of punishing them.

Discipline Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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100%

Students help each
other learn

without having to
be asked by the

teacher.

My teachers
support me even
when my work is

not my best.

The things I am
learning in school

are relevant
(important) to me.

My teachers are
proud of me when

I work hard in
school.

My teachers set
high expectations

for my work.

My teachers
believe that all

students can do
well in their

learning.

My school work is
challenging (hard)

but not too
difficult.

Instructional Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Our school offers guidance to students on how to mediate  (settle)
conflicts (e.g., arguments, fights) by themselves.

If I need help with my emotions (feelings), effective help is
available at my school.

Mental Health Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 10 Environment Dimension
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Students have a voice in deciding
school rules.

The consequence for the same
inappropriate behavior (e.g.,
disrupting the class) are the

same, no matter who the student
is.

Teachers give students a chance
to explain their behavior when

they do something wrong.

My teachers will first try to help
(guide) students who break class
rules, instead of punishing them.

Discipline Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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100%

Students help each
other learn without

having to be asked by
the teacher.

My teachers support
me even when my

work is not my best.

The things I am
learning in school are
relevant (important)

to me.

Teachers ask students
for feedback on their
classroom instruction.

My teachers inspire
confidence in my

ability to be ready for
college or career.

My teachers set high
expectations for my

work.

Instructional Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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I have access to effective help at school if I am struggling
emotionally or mentally.

The level of pressure I feel at school to perform well is unhealthy.

Mental Health Environment

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average



38 
 

Grade 4 Safety Dimension

  
*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage on this item indicates a safer school climate 
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In my school,
older students

scare or pick on
younger

students.*

In my school,
groups of

students tease
or pick on one

student.*

My teachers
have taught me
about what to

do if I am
bullied.

Students at
school try to
stop bullying

when they see it
happening.

If I tell my
teacher my
classmate is

being bullied,
my teacher will

help that
person.

I have been hit
by other

students more
than once in

school.*

Teachers don't
let students
tease each

other.

Teachers,
students, and
the principal

work together
to stop bullying.

Bullying/Cyber-bullying

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Teachers support (help) students
who come to class upset.

Students will help other students
if they are upset.

I am happy to be at our school. I feel comfortable talking to my
teacher(s) about something that

is bothering me.

Emotional Safety

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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I feel safe at our school. I have seen more than one fight at my school in the last month.*

Physical Safety

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 5 Safety Dimension

  
*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage on this item indicates a safer school climate 
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100%

If I tell a teacher or
other adult that

someone is being
bullied, the

teacher/adult will
do something to

help.

In my school, older
students scare or
pick on younger

students.*

In my school,
groups of students

tease or pick on
one student.*

I have been
punched or shoved
by other students
more than once in

the school or in
the playground.*

Students at school
try to stop bullying

when they see it
happening.

Teachers don't let
students tease

each other.

Teachers,
students, and the

principal work
together to stop

bullying.

Bullying/Cyber-bullying

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Teachers support (help) students
who come to class upset.

Students will help other students
if they are upset, even if they are

not close friends.

I am happy to be at our school. I feel comfortable talking to my
teacher(s) about something that

is bothering me.

Emotional Safety

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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I feel safe at our school. I have seen more than one fight at my school in the last month.*

Physical Safety

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 8 Safety Dimension 

  
*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage on this item indicates a safer school climate 
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If I tell a teacher or
other adult that

someone is being
bullied, the

teacher/adult will
do something to

help.

In my school,
groups of students

tease or pick on
one student.*

I have been called
names or made
fun of by other
students more
than once in

school.*

In my school,
bigger students
taunt or pick on

smaller students.*

Teachers don't let
students pick on
other students in

class or in the
hallways.

Students at school
try to stop bullying

when they see it
happening.

Students have
spread rumors or

lies about me
more than once

on social media.*

Teachers,
students, and the

principal work
together to stop

bullying.

Bullying/Cyber-bullying

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Teachers support (help) students
who come to class upset.

Students will help other students
if they are upset, even if they are

not close friends.

Because I worry about my grades,
it is hard for me to enjoy school.*

I feel comfortable reaching out to
teachers/counselors for

emotional support if I need it.

Emotional Safety

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Students at school damage and/or steal other students' property.* I have seen students with weapons at our school.*

Physical Safety

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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Grade 10 Safety Dimension

  
*item is reverse coded because mostly untrue/never true percentage on this item indicates a safer school climate 
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If I tell a teacher or
other adult that

someone is being
bullied, the

teacher/adult will
do something to

help.

I have been teased
or picked on more
than once because

of my real or
perceived

(imagined) sexual
orientation.*

I have  been
teased or picked

on more than
once because of

my race or
ethnicity.*

In my school,
groups of students

tease or pick on
one student. *

Students with
learning or

physical difficulties
are teased or

picked on at my
school. *

Teachers don't let
students pick on
other students in

class or in the
hallways.

Students at school
try to stop bullying

when they see it
happening.

Teachers,
students, and the

principal work
together to stop

bullying.

Bullying/Cyber-bullying

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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100%

Teachers support (help)
students who come to

class upset.

Because I worry about my
grades, it is hard for me to

enjoy school.*

I have a group of friends I
can rely on to help me
when I feel down (sad).

I feel as though I belong in
my school community.

Students at school try to
work out their problems
with other students in a

respectful way.

Emotional Safety

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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I have stayed at home (or avoided school) because I did not feel
safe at my school.*

Students are sexually harassed at my school (for example,
bothered by unwanted touching and/or indecent name-calling).*

Physical Safety

Topic Question Postive Perspective % Dimension Average
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